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ALL STAR CAST

World’s best athletes arrive in Cairns

SOME of the world’s best athletes have 
started arriving in Cairns to prepare 
for the world’s second richest triathlon – 
which is set to rival Hawaii’s Ironman for 
its scenic backdrop and course.

The Cairns Adventure Festival – which 
includes the showcase Cairns Airport 
Challenge Cairns triathlon – begins 
tomorrow with the second annual Cairns 
Adventure Film Festival.  

Adrenalin junkies can expect their fill 
when film makers put the heart-pumping 
action of BASE jumping, mountain biking, 
whitewater kayaking, skydiving and other 
extreme sports on to the screen at AJ 
Hackett Cairns and the Centre of Contem-

TOP CLASS: The world’s elite iron-distance competitors, including (from left) Chris McCormack, Belinda Granger, Tim Berkel (picture: Delly Carr/Sportshoot), and Rebekah Keat will converge on the Far North for the inaugural Cairns Airport Challenge Cairns.

porary Arts (CoCA) from May 26-28.
But triathletes are also making their 

way to the winterless north of Australia for 
the inaugural Cairns Airport Challenge 
Cairns on June 5 – a gruelling 3.8km swim 
off Yorkeys Knob, a 180km bike ride on one 
of the country’s most scenic routes between 
Cairns and Port Douglas, and a 42.2km run 
which will finish in the heart of Cairns.

An all star cast of triathletes is heading 
our way, including two-time Ironman 
World Champion Chris McCormack of 
Australia, who is also global ambassador 
for the Cairns Airport Challenge Cairns.

Also signed up for the event is profes-

sional ironman triathlete Rebekah Keat of 
Australia, who won Challenge Copenhagen 
in 2010 and set a new world record at Roth 
Challenge in 2009.

Others include Australians Belinda 
Granger, Carrie Lester, Tim Berkel, Pete 
Jacobs, Justin Granger, Amelia Pearson, 
Matty White, Nicole Ward and Christie 
Sym; New Zealanders Cameron Brown, 
Graham O’Grady, Simone Maier and 
Jamie Whyte; America’s Lisa Ribes; Great 
Britain’s Jonathan Hotchkiss and Poland’s 
Pawel Wisniewski.

Belinda Granger won the 2008 and 2009 
Ironman Malaysia, the 2006 and 2008 
Ironman Canada, the 2008 Ironman China  Continued Page 6
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and the 2007 Challenge Wanaka in New 
Zealand.

Tim Berkel, who is quickly becoming one 
of Australia’s top ironman athletes, won 
the 2010 Challenge Copenhagen, was placed 
second in the 2010 Rhode Island and third 
in the 2010 Boise Ironman.

The Cairns Half will take place concur-
rently with the full Challenge Cairns on 
the same course, but is half the distance 
and half the pain, with a one-lap 1.9km 
swim course, a one lap 90km bike ride and 
a 21.1km run. 

The Cairns Half is open to both teams 
and individuals.  
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Every Wednesday, the Cairns Sun showcases its involvement in the community, bringing readers all 
they need to know about what’s happening in Cairns. Distributed from Palm Cove to Gordonvale and 
west to Kuranda, the Cairns Sun offers clean, streamlined page layouts and features full colour on 
every page. With a circulation of nearly 57,000 every week, your business can achieve excellent reach 
into the Cairns market.
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and the 2007 Challenge Wanaka in New 
Zealand.

Tim Berkel, who is quickly becoming one 
of Australia’s top ironman athletes, won 
the 2010 Challenge Copenhagen, was placed 
second in the 2010 Rhode Island and third 
in the 2010 Boise Ironman.

The Cairns Half will take place concur-
rently with the full Challenge Cairns on 
the same course, but is half the distance 
and half the pain, with a one-lap 1.9km 
swim course, a one lap 90km bike ride and 
a 21.1km run. 

The Cairns Half is open to both teams 
and individuals.  
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